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Stanford English Language 
Proficiency Test
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FOUR TEST LEVELS 

Primary K — 2 
Elementary 3 — 5
Middle Grades 6 — 8
High School 9 — 12 
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Grade Levels K-12

TEST FORMATS

Multiple-choiceReading

Performance-basedWriting

Performance-basedSpeaking

Multiple-choiceWriting Conventions

Multiple-choiceListening
FORMATSUBTEST

4

Listening
Group Administered

CONTENT MEASURED

Word/Phrase/Sentence 
Comprehension
Comprehension of Conversational 
Language (academic and social 
contexts) 
Synthesizing Information
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Writing Conventions
Group Administered

CONTENT MEASURED

Phonemic Understanding
Mechanics and Spelling
Structure
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PRIMARY LEVEL
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Writing
Group Administered 

CRITERIA USED TO MEASURE :

Grade-level appropriate vocabulary/ word-choice
Accuracy and variety of sentence structure
Writing mechanics/ fluency
Organization and complexity of sentences
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Writing Prompt 1
Description or Narrative
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PRIMARY LEVEL

12

Writing Prompt 2
Opinion and Persuasion

Copyright 2005 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc.

HIGH SCHOOL 
LEVEL
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Reading

CONTENT MEASURED

Word/Sentence Reading
Comprehension of printed discourse
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PRIMARY LEVEL
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Speaking
Individually Administered
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Speaking subtest 

Teacher-scored using a simple scoring form
Takes approximately 10 minutes per student

Two and four- point rubric used

Four different item types 

Each item type focuses on specific criteria
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Speaking
Individually Administered

CRITERIA USED TO MEASURE 

• Phonetic Accuracy
• Structural accuracy
• Informational and social appropriateness
• Overall intelligibility and fluency
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Score Reports

REPORTS OF STUDENT PROGRESS

Student Report
Group Report
Master List of Test Results
Record Label
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Student Score Report
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Information Provided

REPORTING CATEGORIES

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Total Writing (Writing Conventions and Writing)

Comprehension (Listening and Reading)

Total Composite
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Information Provided

COMMUNICATION SKILLS ALSO REPORTED

Academic
Reading • Writing Conventions • Writing

Social
Listening and Speaking

Productive
Speaking and Writing
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Stanford ELP Proficiency 
Levels 
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PRE-
EMERGENT

EMERGENT

BASIC

INTERMEDIATE

PROFICIENT
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Stanford English Language 
Proficiency Test

TRAINING:

SCORING 
THE SPEAKING TEST
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Speaking Test
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Speaking Test
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test
Sample 1
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Speaking Test
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test
Sample 2
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Speaking Test
Scoring Form

Copyright © 2004 by Harcourt Assessment, Inc.

32

Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test Sample 3
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test Sample 4
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test 
Sample 5
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test 
Sample 6
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test 
Sample 7
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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Speaking Test 
Sample 8
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Speaking Test 
Scoring Form
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